
Bluegrass Horse Feeds, Stilloga Mills, Eglish, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone, BT70 ILF

TURF 
TALK
Joseph Murphy

Bluegrass
Roots
From Harare to Hilsborough...
PAGE 3

Bluegrass
Roots

TURF 
TALK
PAGE 4

ISSUE 4

Super 
Fibres
For Super Horses
PAGE 5

Super 
Fibres

EXCLUSIVE COMPETITION
Name the Foal
PAGE 6

EXCLUSIVE COMPETITION



www.bluegrasshorsefeed.comSCOOP  Issue 42

N
ew

s
Starting Line  
A

s I sit down to write, Summer is in full swing and its great to be able to

take a moment to reflect on a busy few months.

The Bluegrass team have been very busy getting out

and about to shows over the Summer season with our

trade stand. You may have noticed that we have

added a couple of new faces to the team, and you can

read more about them on page 3.  We really enjoy

meeting you, so if you haven’t caught up with us

already, make sure you pop down to our stand at

Dublin (at Simmonscourt), or one of the other shows

this season.

In May, I travelled to Lexington, Kentucky to enjoy a

fascinating stay at the Alltech International Feed

Industry Symposium, meeting more than 1500

delegates from 69 countries to enjoy three days of lectures, highlighting the latest

technologies and possibilities for the animal feed industry. We were challenged to

create new products and use innovative technology to elevate the feed and food

industries for a variety of animals, and I hope we can put some new ideas into practice

to continue to improve your Bluegrass Horse Feeds.  

Back home at the mill, we have been very busy formulating a fantastic new feed for

your horses, called Cool ‘N’ Condition.  Boasting an exceptionally high oil content, Cool

‘N’ Condition is a fully balanced non-heating conditioning cube, designed to promote

show ring condition and shine.  Fortified with the high fat supplement, Equi-Jewel, and

containing Stamm 30, the industry’s premium vitamin, mineral and protein supplement,

Cool ‘N’ Condition provides slow-release energy without the “fizz” associated with high

grain feeds. Cool ‘N’ Condition will be ideal for all classes of horses and ponies, from

performance horses to sales prepping, and hard to keep horses.  

We want to hear your thoughts about this new feed which is why

we are launching a fantastic competition - see the enclosed leaflet

for further information and your chance to win a year’s supply of

Bluegrass Horse Feed for one horse.

I look forward to hearing from you soon

Kenneth Irwin
Managing Director
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Bluegrass is Growing in Greece
Bluegrass Horse Feeds has recorded a first for the

Northern Irish horse feed industry by being the first

Northern Irish company to export horse feed out of

Northern Ireland. Bluegrass Horse Feeds is an official

team member for Kentucky Equine Research, which led

Lydia Ltd, a leading horse feed distributor in Greece, to

contact the Bluegrass sales team via their website,

www.bluegrasshorsefeed.com. The first shipment of

feed left the mill on 2nd June bound for Athens, a four

week journey by sea. The shipment included 10 tonnes

of racehorse feeds as Lydia Ltd own a number of

thoroughbreds in training, as well as 10 tonnes of

leisure feeds such as Cool Mix which will be sold across Greece.

Sales Manager for Bluegrass Horse Feeds, Declan Cullen said: “This export order

marks real recognition for the quality of the products Bluegrass produces, and is

also a great honour for the Northern Ireland horse feed industry as a whole.  The

Greek shipment has led to further export enquiries from Egypt and the Middle East,

and we intend to continue to expand our international sales.  Sometimes its true

what they say – you’re never a prophet in your own land!” This is not the first time

that Bluegrass products have graced Greek soil, as they were also privileged to be

an official feed supplier to the equestrian teams competing at the Athens Olympics

in 2004.

Cover Star
Special congratulations must go
to Richard Iggulden’s top
showing yard, which achieved
some fantastic results at the
Royal Highland Show & Cork
Show recently.

At the Royal Highland, cover star

Jack of Diamonds II, owned by Lindy

Anstey and ridden by Lesley Webb,

led the way by taking his Open

Lightweight Hunter Class, the

Ridden Hunter Championship, and

the Champion under Saddle, before

clinching the top prize of Supreme

Champion of the Show!  His success

was complemented by a clutch of

high placings for the yard across a

range of Hunter and Coloured

classes.  The yard also claimed two

prizes for the best turned out horse,

a testament to the hard work and

expertise of Richard’s team in

producing and turning out horses to

such an exceptional standard.

Cover Shot- ©Tony Parkes

New Racing Syndicate
Bluegrass is pleased to support a

new venture that is opening in the

Curragh.  The Rossmoor Racing Club

will introduce Irish racing

enthusiasts to the next best thing

to owning your own racehorse, a

concept which is already popular in

the UK.  Racing clubs are growing in

popularity as they give “ordinary”

people the chance to invest in top-

quality bloodstock, which they

would not normally be able to

afford. For a one-off payment, 70

members can buy a two year share

in 30 horses, which will be in

training at Rossmoor Lodge with

Simon Burgoyne.  Any prize money

and sales revenue generated from

the horses will be split between the

members of the racing club.

We will bring you more news about

the Rossmoor Racing Club in the

next issue of Scoop.

Designed & Produced by www.presspoint.co.uk 
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Craig joined Bluegrass as a sales

representative in June 2005, and will

soon be a familiar face to stockists and

customers across Northern Ireland.

Craig brings with him a wealth of

experience in the Thoroughbred

industry, gained in Zimbabwe and the

UK. Brought up in Zimbabwe, Craig grew

too big to realise his dream of becoming

a jockey, and instead took a job as an

assistant trainer in a flat racing yard for

two years,

before deciding to spread his wings.

Looking to broaden his equine

experience, he flew over to the UK to

work at a breaking and schooling

yard just outside Newmarket, before

landing a job with legendary flat

trainer, Henry Cecil.  After 18 months

at Cecil’s Warren Place yard, he

decided to return to his roots, taking

another assistant trainer’s post back

home in Zimbabwe.

The racing industry in Zimbabwe is

solely focussed on flat racing with two

major racecourses in the country.  Craig

had responsibility for around 100 horses

in training in this job, which he did for

two years before turning his attention

to agriculture.  Craig spent eight years

running his own 6,500 acre farm

before he was forced out of his home

by President Mugabe’s notorious land

reform programme. With British

passports, Craig returned to the UK

with his young family to be close to his

wife’s relatives in Northern Ireland.  

In his spare time, Craig enjoyed playing

polocrosse in Zimbabwe and has

travelled down to the South of Ireland to

play a couple of

times.  With no

polocrosse clubs

in Northern

Ireland at

present, Craig is

keen to generate

some enthusiasm

in his favourite pastime, which is a

variation of lacrosse on horseback!

Whilst he hopes one day to be able to

reclaim his farm and return to Zimbabwe

when the political situation changes,

Craig is ambitious to progress in his new

job in Northern Ireland, and is sure to

become a familiar, friendly face in the

Bluegrass team.

From Harare to Hilsborough…

F
ollowing on from the previous issue, where we introduced you to

chief lorry driver Keith Wright, in this issue we tell you a little bit

more about one of Bluegrass’ newest recruits, Craig Kileff:

BLUEGRASS
ROOTS

Craig Kileff

Bluegrass is Growing in
Scotland and Ireland
To accommodate continued growth and to support a
growing network of stockists, Bluegrass Horse Feeds
has recruited two more new members of staff in
addition to Craig.

Sharon Nolan joins Bluegrass with a wealth of experience in the
retail sector, having run Ecclesville Equestrian Store for a
number of years.  She will spend her time covering the North
East of Ireland and building Bluegrass’ network of retail outlets.
Bluegrass is also keen to build its business in Scotland with the
appointment of a dedicated Scottish Sales Manager.  Ailsa
Marie Walker (25), comes to Bluegrass with a BSc (Hons) in

Equine Science and Management
from Bishop Burton.  On
graduating, Ailsa spent 18
months working in the USA for
Kentucky Equine Research, the
world leaders in equine nutrition
for which Bluegrass is an official
team member.  Based in Perth,
Ailsa enjoys dressage and show-
jumping, and is currently
searching for a new horse after
recently losing her last horse to a
serious injury.  Having worked as
an area sales representative in
the North of England for Connollys Red Mills, Ailsa brings a
wealth of nutrition knowledge to her new role, and will also act
as technical advisor within Bluegrass.

Ailsa Marie
Walker



What was your first introduction to horses?
I was introduced to horses as a teenager, hunting with the West Meath

Foxhounds

What has been the highlight of your career so far?
Coming second in a three-day-event in Dartfield, Galway in 2004, 

riding Ringfort Rara Ruby

What to you think you would be doing if you were not a
three-day-eventer?

I am a trained quality surveyor, so if I wasn’t eventing I would probably

focus on that

What is your ultimate ambition in Eventing?
In the short term, to get a place on the Irish Eventing team, and long-

term I would love to compete at Badminton and represent Ireland at

the Olympics

Tell us about the people who are important in your
career
I am very grateful for the support of my brother Ciaran, and the

direction of former Danish international rider, Dot Love

Describe yourself in 3 words:
Easy-going, consistent, perseverant

What has been your best moment in life so far?
Moving to my new base in Co. Down with my

girlfriend Jill Andrews

What do you hope to achieve in 2005?
I’ve got some nice one and two star horses coming through so I would like to see them achieving

their potential

What’s your secret to success?
Some great horses, a good back-up team and supportive owners

What would you like to see happen in your sport in the future?
I would like to see more funding to train riders and give them opportunities to

compete at competitive levels

Who are your sponsors?
I have just secured an exciting new deal with Toggi, and I am also fortunate to have

support from Amerigo Saddles, Ashe Equestrian, Bluegrass Horse Feeds and Tally Ho
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Sport: Three Day Eventing
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For That Extra Sparkle...
Promotes topline and improves body, coat and skin condition. Suitable for all classes of

horses including performance horses, poor doers and horses prone to tying up.
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Going for Gold
Glenhills Gold, Ireland’s only coloured eventing stallion, beat astrong field of 45 to take the Tattersalls Novice One Day Event.The young Irish sports horse, who won two pre-novice eventsin 2004, also completed his first CCI* at Dartfield InternationalHorse Trials, where Bluegrass Horse Feeds was a majorsponsor.Glenhills Gold is trained by Becky George and ridden by DeclanCullen of Bluegrass, and Declan credits much of the stallion’ssuccess to the top quality Bluegrass performance feeds whichthe horse has received since he was a foal.  At present

Glenhills Gold thrives on 14% Hi-Performance Mix and Summer
Games electrolyte, which has been formulated with the
expertise of scientists at Kentucky Equine Research in the USA.
Glenhills Gold is a six year old stallion by Saracen Hill (TB) who
is by Step Together, who also sired the prolific Irish event
horse Don’t Step Back. Owned by Mr Stephen Orr of
Dungannon, Co. Tyrone, Glenhills Gold is standing at the
Ballytaggart Stud, Co. Armagh.  He is available to cover mares
by Artificial Insemination (AI) only this season, with a stud fee
of £350. 
The ultimate aim for Glenhills Gold this year will be the World
Breeding Championships at Le Lion D’Angers in October.
For stud enquiries please contact Stephen Orr or Ballytaggart
Stud on 07710 681466.

Beet pulp shreds


